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atrophy and wasting. Now for my part, I am determined
not to build any views on a fourth reign, hke those late
seers the Duke of Newcastle and Lord Bohngbroke; because,
if I should have the misfortune to survive to that period,
I should probably be as much a child as I was when I was
presented to George I, and therefore I declare I wdl never
hear a word of politics under George IV.

I came to town last night on a little busmess, and return
to-morrow. The Duchess of Bristol was seen yesterday
in this very town. More this deponent saith not.

One word more, on our old quarrel, and I have done.
Such letters as mine! I will tell you a fact, Madam, in
answer to that phrase. On Mr. Chute's death, his executor
sent me a bundle of letters he had kept of mine, for above
thirty years. I took the trouble to read them over, and
I bless my stars they wero as silly, insipid things, as ever
I don't desire to see again. I thought when I was young
and had great spirits, that I had some parts too, but now
I have seen it under my own hand that I had not, I will
never believe it under anybody's hand else; and so 1 bid
you good night.

1711.   To SIB HOBAOE MANN.

Strawberry Hill, July 16,1776.

You will think I have been less periodically punctual
than usual, but appearances only are against me, for I wrote
to you a week ago by a person that is gone to Italy, though
the Lord knows when you will receive it; nor is it much
matter, for I had nothing new to tell you, and write now
only out of decorum. To be sure every day may produce
news from America, but nothing has come since my last.
I wish the probability of news may not be opened at a
new war-office. The vast preparations in France, exacted as                                               j
